Thesis: 
·  
Introduce the texts you will look at and then introduce your thesis -- no need to do anything more in an introduction. Avoid generic fluff about “mankind” since “the dawn of time”.
 
·  
Your thesis should function as an answer to the prompt.
 
 
Content: 
·  
What are your working definitions for the following terms: “science”, “religion”, and “universal”? You should clarify these, especially if you are going to use them frequently. It is perfectly OK to have different definitions according to each author (this may help you contrast them).  
 
·  
Have you given the readings (at the very least the two main ones you will focus on) a thorough read, or are you cherry-picking the quotes that line up with what you wish the text would say? Don’t be afraid to re-read the text if you are stuck writing, or not sure where to go with your argument. 
 
 
Citations: 
·  
Simple in-text citation (author, ##) is sufficient. 
 
·  
Citing the videos is a really good idea, don’t forget to time-stamp it (that’s like a video’s “page number”) 
 
·  
Not quoting enough: scenario A) One citation per paragraph is a good minimum, but even this can be too low; you should introduce as much evidence as is relevant for your paragraph to prove its point. Scenario B) if you never quote the author directly, how are you sure you are staying true to what the author actually says?
 
·  
Not explaining, unpacking, or introducing quotes ( they don’t speak for themselves, that’s the task of your paper)

